
NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS

The Board Chair, Cedric D. Fairbanks, called the meeting of the North Carolina Board of Examiners for Engineers

and Surveyors to order at 9:01 a.m. on Wednesday, Decerrber 77,2024, to conduct its regular order of business for
the Board. Board attendance was as follows:

Present:
Cedric D. Fairbanks, PhD, PE, Chair
Brenda L. Moore, PE, Vice-Chair
Vinod K. Goel, PhD, PE, Secretary (Via Video)
Dennis K. Hoyle, PE, PLS
Carol W. Salloum, Public
Toynia E. S. Gibbs, PLS
Timothy E. Bowes, PLS
Jonathan S. Care, Public
John M. Logsdon, PLS

Guest:
Sherri L. Barron, NCSS

I . Ethics Awareness and Conflict of Interest Reminder - Chair

Chair Fairbanks read the ETHICS AWARENESS & CONFLICT OF INTEREST REMINDER and asked if
any member of the Board had any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any
matters coming before the Board at the rneeting. The Chair advised that if any Board member had such a

conflict, that member should identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain from any undue
participation in the matter involved. No conflicts or appearances of conflict were identified.

2. Consent Agenda - Chair

Chair Fairbanks entertained a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Care made a motion to approve the
consent agenda. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. Following a vote, the motion to approve the consent agenda

was unanimously approved.

The consent agenda included: a request for Board Authorized Case Openings; Comity, Initial Licensure, and

PE Reinstatements, Finn Applications for 3 Professional Corporations, 17 Professional Limited Liability
Companies, one Business Finn, one Name Change Request, one Request to be Resident for Multiple
Companies, and one Summary of dlbla1, Retired Status Requests; Review Committee Agenda; and Settlement
Conference Committee Agenda.

3. Election of Board Officers -2024 -Board Chair

Chair Fairbanks opened the floor for norninations.

Mr. Logsdon nominated Ms. Moore for Chair. Ms. Gibbs seconded the nornination. There being no further
nominations, Chair Fairbanks declared nominations for Chair closed.

Ms. Salloum nominated Mr. Goel for Vice Chair. Ms. Moore seconded the nomination. There being no further
nominations for Vice Chair, Chair Fairbanks declared the nominations for Vice Chair closed.

Ms. Moore nominated Ms. Gibbs for Secretary. Mr. Hoyle seconded the nomination. Ms. Salloum expressed
her desire to be considered for the position thereby nominating herself for Secretary. Mr. Fairbanks seconded
Ms. Salloum's nomination. There being no further nominations for Secretary, Chair Fairbanks closed the
norninations.

Chair Fairbanks sought confinnation of acceptance of nomination by Ms. Moore for Chair and Mr. Goel for
Vice Chair. They each responded in the affirmative.
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Mr. Logsdon made a motion to elect Ms. Moore and Mr. Goel as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively. Ms.

Salloum seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and Ms. Moore and Mr. Goel were elected unanimously by
acclamation.

Following the election of Chair and Vice Chair, Ms. Salloum and Ms. Gibbs left the meeting for members to

consider the two options for the role of Secretary/Treasurer. Members spoke in support of each candidate. Mr.
Logsdon, noting that he was entering his final year with the Board, abstained from participating in the

discussion. Mr. Care spoke on the significance of being one of the two public members in the Board's history
to be elected to official roles. He mentioned that the roles were historically limited to the technical members of
the Board and questioned whether the Board should consider a formal position on non-technical members

serving as officers. Discussion ensued. Ms. Salloum and Ms. Gibbs returned to the meeting.

Mr. Goel experienced techni.cal issues and left the meeting at 9:17 a.m. Mr. Goel is obseryed to again be in
remote attendance at the meeting during the discussion. His input was sought; however, technical dfficulties
limited his participation before losing connectionfor the duration of the meeting.

Chair Fairbanks called for a vote. All members in physical attendance were given a ballot to memorializetheir
vote. The ballots were collected and passed to Chair Fairbanks who tallied and announced the votes. Chair
Fairbanks confinned three votes for Ms. Salloum and five votes for Ms. Gibbs. Ms. Gibbs was confirmed as

Secretary/Treasurer. Ms. Salloum congratulated Ms. Gibbs.

4. Committee Reports - Committee Chairs

Eneineering Committee - Mr. Hovle

Mr. Hoyle reported that the comrnittee met on December 9,2024, via a video conference and discussed the
following matters:

New Business

School Bus Stop-Arm Cameras - The Board received a request that it decide whether the design and

operations of bus stop-arm camera systems require the certification of a Professional Engineer. Itwas
noted that an individualjoined the committee meeting regarding this topic and the individual will contact

Mr. Evans or Mr. Tripp if there are additional questions. Following a lengthy discussion, the committee
determined that more information was needed. Ms. Moore will contact NCDOT to determine if they are

pafty to the operation or evaluation of the systems or if they are aware of who to in that regard. Pending

additional information.

2. CMTE. Inc. - The firm is seeking a non-objection letter from the Board. It was reported that following
discussion, the committee approved the request. Discussion ensued. Mr. Tripp provided his input and

clarification of the staff s position. Mr. Mazanek will issue the non-objection letter.

3. lntemational Tooling & Engineering. LLC - The committee reviewed the request for the firm's non-
objection. The committee declined to recommend that the Board issue a non-objection letter given the firm
has "Engineering" in its name and the firm's website indicates the company provides engineering. Mr.
Mazanek will provide a response advising the company that at this time the Board will not issue a non-
objection letter. However, the letter will indicate the Board's willingness to review claims that they are

not providing engineering in North Carolina. Matter pending company's response.

4. Tvpical Details - Daniel Knoch, inspector with the Town of Leland, asked the Committee to provide
guidance on how they should evaluate a submission by an engineer using typical details not prepared by
them. Mr. Hoyle explained the Board's historical position and reasoning. Discussion ensued. The

committee's position is that required typical details are to be the responsibility of the engineer of record.
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5. Certification of Electrical Plans - The committee reviewed a request from a City of Raleigh employee

who questioned when commercial electrical plans need to be certified. Mr. Hoyle explained the need for
the review ofthe electrical system and interconnectivity to the electrical grid. He stated that such a review
rnust be prepared by an engineer. The response to the City of Raleigh will reflect this position.

6. ZefSci - The company has requested a letter of non-objection. The company reported that it uses an

analytical instrument to repair analytic products using "reverse engineering." Mr. Mazanek will advise

the company that the Board is unable to provide a letter of non-objection without additional
infonnation which clearly shows the company is not providing engineering services in North Carolina.

The matter is pending the company's response.

7. Jeffery S. Munn. PLS of the City of Durham Ouestion Reearding Easement Exhibits - Mr. Hoyle noted

that the matter generated a lot of discussion for the committee and noted that the matter is also being
considered by the surveying committee. Ms. Gibbs will address the matter during her report.

8. Landscape Architect using N.C. Gen. Stat. $ l60D-111 to sign and seal plans that include civil site"

grading. drainage. and utility (inforrnational) - A question as to the appropriateness of a Landscape

Architect signing and sealing civil site, grading, drainage and utility plans was submitted by an employee

of the City of Mount Holly. Mr. Hoyle explained the focus of the matter and stated that the committee
will recommend the requestor contact the Landscape Architecture Board to verifu what its licensees are

permitted to do; however, the response will make clear that the committee considers utility plans as

engineering services which should not be provided by landscape architects. Discussion ensued. Mr. Tripp
informed the Board that he was originally contacted regarding the matter, he gave a summary of
significant events leading to this point. He noted that the landscape architect cited a statute recently
enacted by the Legislature when responding to questions from the municipality. Mr. Tripp explained that

the statute states that a plan reviewer cannot make an administrative decision or deny plans based on the

scope of work of an architectural or engineering seal. Mr. Tripp noted that as he interprets the statute,

when a plan reviewer receives plans from a licensed engineer that includes architectural work, or vice
versa, that plan reviewer cannot deny the plans for that reason alone, but the reviewer can file a complaint
with either board. Mr. Tripp further informed that Board that he communicated to the planner his
concurrence with the actions taken because the landscape architect was perfonning engineering services.
Mr. Tripp reiterated Mr. Hoyle's recommendation that the more appropriate avenue would be for the

planner to first contact the Landscape Architecture Board as a complaint filed with the Board would have
resulted in a referral to the Landscape Architecture Board. Discussion ensued. Staff will request a copy
of the plans in question.

9. Ernanuele Sozzi Request for Professional License Recognition - Mr. Sozzi, who holds a PhD in chemical
engineering and has a Professional Engineer's license in the European Union, requests consideration for
license recognition. Mr. Hoyle noted that North Carolina does not offer exemptions for the PE

examination. Mr. Ritter explained that Mr. Sozzi sought to use the UK MOU path, to essentially skip the

IEA and NCEES verification. The requestor will be informed that he is eligible for the PhD FE waiver,so
he will be required to sit for the PE examination. Discussion ensued. Staff will communicate decision.

10. NCDOT Ferry Division Marine Engineering and Naval Architecture Ouestions - Mr. Hoyle explained
that the division recently purchased a new ferry which was constructed out of state and will be Coast
Guard approved before being put in use. However, the division questioned whether the engineers licensed
in the state the vessel was built and who designed the vessel need to be licensed in North Carolina. Futher
to the question; what if after the vessel is approved by the Coast Guard and put in use for some time, the

DOT decides that some modifications are needed to the vessel and the vessel is still located in North
Carolina; does the engineer who provides those modifications need to be licensed in North Carolina?
Discussion ensued. Ir{r. Tripp explained the origins and context of the question reaching the Board.
Further discussion ensued. Due to the complexity of the issue, Mr. Hoyle informed the Board the item
would be moved to old business.

JDecember 11,2024



At 10:03 a.m. Chair Fairbanl<s initiated a ten-minute break. The meetinf{ resumed at l0:16 a.m. to
continue the regu.lar order ofbusiness.

1t Review Ronald L. Ilorvath. P[ Retired Application - This application has been presented to the committee
for review since Mr. Horvath received a reprimand in 1989. The committee reviewed relevant details and
recommended approval of the application.

12. ReviewComityPEApplication-Applicanthadafelonyconvictionin2009.Thecommitteereviewed
relevant details and recommended approval of the application.

13. Hurricane Helene Response Guidance - Patrick A Beville, PE asked the Board to provide guidance
regarding a way to expedite replacing private bridges on private property in areas impacted by Hurricane
Helene. 'lhe committee concluded that any licensed PE had a duty to perform the work properly according to
Board rules and code. It was noted that any rvork done by an engineer was subject to complaints to the Board.

14. Paul C. Gilham. PE Retirement Request - The committee reviewed the retirement request of Paul C. Gilham,
PE, who had received prior discipline from the Board. Mr. Ritter explained the uniqueness of Mr. Gilham's
circumstances and explained that the committee agreed to a modified approach. Mr. Gilham will be notified
via email of his approval.

Surveyins Committee - Ms. Gibbs

Ms. Gibbs reported that the committee met at Noon on December 10,2024. She infonned the Board that the
committee met in person and guests were invited to the meeting. The committee discussed the following matters:

New Business

Site Planning Services - Ms. Gibbs asked for Mr. Tripp's input regarding the question of who should be able to
put together a site plan. Mr. Tripp explained that a response was provided to the requester in July and staff were
to update the Board as an informational item at the September meeting; however, the committee did not meet in
September. Mr. Tripp further stated that the requester was not satisfied with the response and contacted him
directly. Mr. Tripp stated that following their discussion, he informed the requester that he would relay his
dissatisfaction to the committee. Ms. Gibbs reiterated the committee's response and noted that the committee's
stance and that of the Engineering Committee remained the same as determined in July and the matter closed.

2. Campsite Survey Court Ordered. - Doug Suttles sought Board Counsel Tripp's direction regarding the need
to survey and monument individually designated lots in a property distribution ordered by a court. The
committee determined that while there was a need to survey the property and boundary lines, it was determined
that whether the individual lots needed to be surveyed should remain a contractual issue to be resolved between
the parties and was not within the purview of the committee to decide. Mr. Tripp will respond.

3. 4M-ItelgruAuqn - The matter was brought to the committee through Ms. Gibbs who was contacted by
NCDOT. She explained that NCDOT liad questions regarding 4M, a cornpany domiciled in Israel which
collects and compiles subsurface utility data collected from various platforms to generate a map for a particular
jobsite or location. NCDOT's concern is related to the company assefting that their product can be used for
design purposes or to replace actually performing a survey. The committee reviewed the company's website.
In particular, the committee found information contained in the FAQ section to be very rnisleading. On behalf
of the committee, Ms. Gibbs moved that the Board approve the opening of a case to determine whether the
services the company is offering meets the definition of surveying as described in 89C. Chair Fairbanks called
for a vote. The motion to open an investigation carried unanimously.

4. Existing Survey Credit - A surveyor questioned how to properly credit a boundary plat provided by a surveyor
when an engineer submits plans. Specifically, he wanted to know if the plat needs to be included in the final
plans or is it acceptable to simply include a CD with the plat information along with the plan submission. Ms.
Gibbs sought input from Mr. Bowes who is more experienced with plan development. Mr. Bowes explained
acceptable practices used by engineers when submitting plans. Board Rule .0701(d) and (b) were referenced.
Discussion ensued. Mr. Tripp will inform the requestor that either method is appropriate so long as proper
credit is given to the individual whose work is being referenced.
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5. Impr'oper Tie Down - A surveyor reached out to Mr. Tripp with concerns about a survey he encountered which
had a tie to a nail it appears he set although an NCGS monument was within 2,000 feet. Discussion ensued. Board
Rule . 1602 and GS 47-30(0(9) were referenced. It was detemriued that the surveyor tied to the grid but failed to
fully comply with Board Rules or related statute. Advancements in technology may require changes to the Board
rules and/or statute. Mr. Tripp with draft a response to circulate among the committee members. A final
determination on the matter is pending.

6. Jeffrey S. Munn. PLS of the City of Durham - Ouestion Regarding Easernent Exhibits - Ms. Gibbs stated

that the committee discussed the exhibit and agreed that if there is an exhibit which creates an easement or is
used for an authoritative purpose a surveyor needs to be involved and cannot disclaim his or her
responsibilities by labeling a survey as an exhibit rather than calling it a survey. Mr. Tripp will prepare a

draft and circulate it among cornmittee members for input and finalization prior to sending.

7 . Labeling Ouestion - Question to Mr. Tripp from a surveyor who had surveyed a piece of property and labeled
a road in a manner that caused objection by the adjoining property owner and his attorney. The committee
acknowledged that it was the responsibility of the surveyor to include the road in the survey. However, the

committee felt that the surveyor can label attributes as he finds them but may want to resist labelling items
in a way that could be seen as speculative. Mr. Tripp will fonnulate a response.

8. Zoutewelle Ouestion - The committee received a question regarding a boundary survey he performed which
showed an overlap. The question is if the client's attorney agreed that the line should be cleared up to remove
the overlap, can the surveyor then create the map to eliminate confusion. Discussion ensued. The committee
detennined that the matter should be resolved by going through the proper channels to get a property line
agreement recorded or each property owner should enlist the services of an attomey. Mr. Ritter and Mr.
Mazanek will respond.

9. Contact for NCDOT Cornmunications Issue - Mr. Ritter received a request from a newly licensed surveyor
who was having trouble getting a response from NCDOT regarding some records. He wanted the Board to
contact NCDOT and solicit a response. A response will be prepared to direct the surveyor to resources as the
Board does not get involved in such matters.

Old Business

Rule Review per G.S. l50B-19.1(b) - Proposed Statute Changes - Mr. Tripp presented suggested changes to
Board Rule .0602. He explained that the nature of the changes was stylistic, organizational, or changes needed
to align with current Board practices. He also noted that changes to .0602 were to align more closely with
changes previously approved to .0502. Ms. Gibbs made a motion to start the rules review process with the
Rules Review Commission to publish a notice of text and begin receiving public comment. A vote was taken,
and the motion was unanimously approved.

2. Minimum Requirements for an Airborne Survey - Ms. Gibbs explained that the topic was initially entertained
by then committee members in2020 and is being revisited. Noting that the committee is taking the start-frorn-
scratch approach, Ms. Gibbs informed the Board that the committee invited Seth Swain, Remote Sensing
Director, of WithersRavenel, and Ryan Swinley, Geospatial Business Unit Executive, at ESP to participate in
discussions on the topic of airborne suryeys. Both participated remotely and elaborated on their procedures
and understanding while offering suggestions for the direction of the committee and differences and
commonalities between FGDC and ASPRS. Rule .1606 was referenced. It was concluded that language needed
to be included in Board Rules. The committee has established a general direction and will continue to research
how to proceed. Mr. Bowes explained that current rules need to be updated to align with current technology.
Discussion ensued.

3. GICC Work Group - Committee Information - This topic is pending input.

4. Exam Ouestions for Review - The committee met on November 6,2024, and reviewed exam questions
submitted by licensed surveys for PDH credit. The committee also reviewed five of six possible questions for
inclusion in rotation for the new PLS exam. Four questions were approved, two of which were hydro related.
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Electronic Certification Ad Hoc Committee - Ms. Moore

Ms. Moore informed the Board that the committee met on November 12,2024, at l:00 p.m. The meeting was

conducted by Zoom and the following items were discussed.

1. Recap Ad Hoc Committee's Planning Session presentation - Ms. Moore stated that feedback from October's
planning session was discussed, and Ms. Moore noted that she shared the presentation presented at the planning
session with committee members. The location of the presentation was provided to the Board.

2. Future Stakeholder Engagement - Ms. Moore explained that the committee discussed future stakeholder

engagement strategies and determined the meeting schedule for 2025 . The comrn ittee plans for three or four
meetings and a report out at the 2025 planning session. The committee anticipates concluding the mission of
the committee with its report at the 2025 planning session.

3. Review Board Rule 21 NCAC 56 .I 103 - Ms. Moore informed members that Mr. Tripp provided an overview
of the draft changes. Committee members offered suggestions, and it was determined that input from the

Engineering Committee would be beneficial. To allow for further review and discussion, finalization of the

changes is delayed until 2025.

5. NCEES Activities - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter reported that the Board Members and Board staff assigned to committees are currently engaging

in meetings and he will update the Board of relevant outcomes in January and March. Mr. Ritter reminded

the Board of the upcoming Southern Zone Meeting in April. He noted that volunteers for the funded delegate

travel will be solicited in January.

6. Board Secretarv Renort * Executive Director

Mr. Ritter noted that in anticipation of Mr. Goel's planned absence from today's meeting, Ms. Moore was
looped into discussions as a member of the Finance Committee and, along with hirn, could answer questions

should any questions arise during the report. Mr. Ritter noted that both Mr. Goel and Ms. Moore have seen

everything he is reporting on at the meeting. Mr. Ritter stated that Ms. Scarborough, who was present, did an

excellentjob preparing the final monthly report for the year and expressed his gratitude for her extra efforl
to finalize the report with a shorter than usual window between the end of the fiscal year and the next Board
Meeting. Mr. Ritter reported that the final monthly report for fiscal year 2024 reflected a combination of staff
efforts to secure engineering and firm renewals, and investment strategies. He noted that all but one item fell
within budgetary expectations. Legal expenditure was a large expense which prevented what would have

been a positive revenue variance. Overall, the report reflected a strong year for the Board. Discussion ensued.

Mr. Ritter provided infonnation related to proposals by BRC, CLA, and Glidewell - all seeking to become
the Board's Auditor. He shared the staff s considerations and the staff reconrmendation to select Glidewell
as the auditor. He asked for a motion to approve Glidewell as the Board's new auditor. Mr. Bowes made a

motion to approve Glidewell as the Board's new auditor. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. Chair Fairbanks
opened the matter for discussion. Hearing none, a vote was taken, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Ritter moved on to the budget portion of the report. He explained that although the new fiscal year begins
on December 1, the request for budgetary approval is typically done at the December Board Meeting. He
further explained that he tasked Ms. Scarborough with preparing the budget for 2024 and again for 2025. He
found her approach to follow his own conservative budgetary strategy and follows historical trends. Mr.
Ritter stated that following his review, he presented the budget to Ms. Moore and Mr. Goel, who
recommended moving this budget forward for adoption. Chair Fairbanks solicited questions. Ms. Salloum
asked that all the previous years be listed on one page. Mr. Ritter confirmed that the requested change would
be completed. Chair Fairbanks questioned the availability of training funds for staff and was assured that all
staff have the opportunity for annual training. Mr. Ritter explained the method for increasing funding after
budget approval ifadditional funding is needed for training during the year.
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Mr. Care left the meeting at I I:38 a.m. andwas not presentfor the vote.

Chair Fairbanks called for a motion. Ms. Gibbs moved to approve the budget as presented. Mr. Logsdon

seconded the motion. A vote was taken and all present voted to approve the budget.

Mr. Care returned to the meeting at I L'4I a.m.

Mr. Ritter explained the concept and use of restricted funds. He advised that the Board has two line items

that qualifu as restricted funds items; legal fees/legal expenses and capital improvernents. Mr. Ritter informed
the Board of staff recommendation to increase the legal fees/legal expenses from $150,000 to $500,000.
Discussion ensued. Ms. Salloum made a motion to increase the legal fees/legal expenses restricted fund item
from $ 150,000 to $500,000. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. Chair Fairbanks called for a vote. All voted to

approve the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

Chair Fairbanlts calledfor a breakfor lunch at I l:57 a.m. The Board returnedf"om lunch at l2:40 p.m. to
continue the regular order ofbusiness.

Board Counsel Report - Board Counsel

Mr. Tripp updated the Board regarding the status and recent activities surrounding the Drone case. He

expressed his satisfaction with the excellent legal team working on the Board's behalf. The Supreme Court
was set to review the Petition on Friday, January l0th. A decision as to whether the justices will grant or deny
the petition to be heard is expected by Monday, January 13,2025.

Mr. Tripp explained the settlement conference scheduling chart. He noted that four of the six pending
settlement conferences have been scheduled. He further explained that the chart's format was changed to
only include settlement conference data from those that had closed since the previous Board meeting and

those pending. If acceptable, this format will be used going forward. Mr. Care requested that in addition to
the current "average" data listed at the top, he would like the annual averages beginning with the 2023 data.

Mr. Tripp agreed to the change moving forward.

Chair Fairbanks moved that we enter into closed session pursuant to North Carolina General Statute Section
143-318.1 l(a)(3), Section 143-318.18 subsection (6), and Section 89C-10 subsection (fl in order to consult
with Board counsel to discuss the settlement of a disciplinary action bet.vveen the Board and Charles R.

Fat"well, Jr. and have all staff present. Mr. Care seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the Board
entered into closed session at I2:48 p.m.

The Board returnedfrom closed session at I:00 p.m.

Chair Fairbanks reported that during closed session, the Board approved by a vote of 8/0 to approve entering
into a consent order in which Charles R. Farwell, Jr. agreed to voluntarily and permanently surrender his
license to practice engineering in North Carolina.

8. YtSlelgls  gliy{tgt - Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Evans presented the Violations Report for 2024 and explained that the Board opened 148 cases during
fiscal year 2024 which he stated is the third highest number of cases opened in a single year since 1998. Mr.
Evans noted that cases related to non-licensed individuals were on the uptick in2023,but2024 data align
more with historical nonns. He provided data on respondents with prior violations and data on the source of
the cases. He provided details of the actions taken for each of the 160 cases closed, provided information
regarding the stage of completion of the I 09 cases open as of Decemb er 1 I , 2024, noting a significant increase

in the number of actions taken by the Board in 2024. He provided data showing the stage of completion of
the 109 open cases.

Mr. Evans provided a final report regarding the 2024 Board Programs. He expressed his satisfaction with the
Board's outreach program and finds it to be at its highest level. Mr. Ritter shared Mr. Evan's sentiment and
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expressed his appreciation for Mr. Evans' efforts and the efforts of all the facilitators. Mr. Rifter stated that
the tremendous reach of the outreach program was an unanticipated consequence of the mandatory ethics
course. Discussion ensued. Mr. Logsdon sought to revisit the question of whether the investigations
department has adequate staffing. Mr. Evans noted that in addition to the case traffic generated from the
mandatory ethics course he also believes that the removal of the requirement that complaints be notarized
has also contributed to the increase in the number ofcases. Seeing these factors continuing, he noted that he

was not opposed to considering an additional staff member. Ms. Moore asked to be updated in May or July.
Mr. Ritter stated that he would thoroughly investigate the need for additional staffing. The matter is pending.

9. Old Business - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter repofted on the UNCW Coastal Engineering Advisory Board. He explained that UNCW will be

asking for its ABET visit. Coastal Engineering is considering requiring all students to take the FE and FS

exam. The school is uniquely situated for growth and the main contact is a PE. The school is getting calls

from all over the world regarding its cyber security engineering program.

Mr. Ritter presented the 2024 Goals and Objectives chart. Discussion ensued.

| 0. New Business - Executive Director and Board Counsel

Mr. Ritter showed a slide which highlighted the factthat the Board has reached over 40,000 licensees. Mr.
Ritter explained that when he first came to the Board in 1993, the Board was the 29th largest engineering
population state in the country. We are now number eight. Futher, regarding land surveying, we were
custornarily between three and five and we are now at four.

Mr. Ritter noted that at day ten of the renewal cycle approximately 33Yo of the licensed engineers had already
renewed and approximately 25%o of surveys have already been renewed. He stated that Stephanie Bryant was
doing a fantastic job with renewals.

Mr. Ritter informed the Board of a case that needed to be opened that could not be on the consent agenda.

He asked Mr. Care to recuse frorn participation. Mr. Evans read the charges. Ms. Moore made a motion to
open a case. Ms. Gibbs seconded the rnotion. The motion passed by a vote of 8i0. Mr. Care recused himself
and did not participate.

Mr. Ritter checked with Chair-Elect Moore regarding committee assignments. Ms. Moore stated that she was

not ready to proceed. Mr. Ritter stated that those assignments would be scheduled for the January Board

meeting.

1l

Mr. Care moved that the Board go into closed session to discuss a personnel matler. Ms. Gibbs seconded the

motion. The Boardwent in.to closed session at l:35p.m. Upon returningfrom closed session, the Boqrd
i mm e di at e ly adj ourn e d.

Infonnational ltem - Executive Director

None

The Board adjourned at 2:30 p.nt. and is next scheduled to meet on January 29, 2025.

Respectful ly subm itted

Toynia E

Secretary

Approved by the Board in Session
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NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS

The Board Chair, Cedric D. Fairbanks, called the meeting to order. Chair Fairbanks gaveled the meeting of the North
Carolina Board of Examiners for Engineers and Surveyors into session at 9:01 a.m. on Wednesday, November 13,

2024, to conduct the regular order of business. Attendance was confirmed as follows:

Board Members on Teleconference Call:
Cedric D. Fairbanks, PhD, PE, Chair
Brenda L. Moore, PE, Vice-Chair
Vinod K. Goel, PhD, PE, Secretary
Dennis K. Hoyle, PE, PLS
Jonathan S. Care, Public
Toynia E. S. Gibbs, PLS
Timothy E. Bowes, PLS
John M. Logsdon, PLS
Carol W. Salloum, Public

Absent:

Staff on Call:
Andrew L. Ritter, Executive Director
S. Wesley Tripp III, Board Counsel
Cora Houston, Assistant

Ethics Awareness and Conflict of Interest Reminder - Chair

Chair Fairbanks read the ETHICS AWARENESS & CONFLICT OF INTEREST REMINDER and asked if
any member of the Board had any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any

matters coming before the Board at the meeting. The Chair advised that if any Board member had such a

conflict, that member should identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain from any undue

participation in the matter involved. No conflicts or appearances of conflicts were identified.

Chair Fairbanlts directed the meeting to the public hearing.

2. Public Hearing - Proposed Permanent Rules - Chair

Chair Fairbanks stated that the Board of Examiners for Engineers and Surveyors intends to amend the Rules

cited as 21 NCAC 56 .0502,.0901, and .0902. He further informed the Board that the proposed permanent

rules are published on the Office of Administrative Hearings' website and the Board's website. He noted that
the proposed effective date for the amendments is February l, 2025, and explained that the Board is

conducting the public hearing to allow, in addition to the required public comment period, an opportunity for
attendees to comment on the proposed amendments. Chair Fairbanks asked that all attendees identify
themselves, provide contact information, and he requested that attendees also provide their comments in
writing to assure that the comments are correctly captured for the Board to be able to respond. Chair Fairbanks
provided the name, address, and Email address for the Board Counsel. He advised that the comment period

will end December 16,2024.

Chair Fairbanks opened the hearing for public comment. Hearing none; Chair Fairbanks closed the hearing.

J Consent Agenda - Chair

Chair Fairbanks entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Mr. Goel made a rnotion to approve
the Consent Agenda as presented. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. Chair Fairbanks confirmed the vote. No
nays were heard. The motion to approve the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.

The Consent Agenda included: Comity, Initial Licensure, and PE Reinstatements; Firm Applications for 5

Professional Corporations, l3 Professional Limited Liability Companies, one Chapter 87 Corporation, two
Name Change Requests, and one Request to Use Individual's Name in Company Title, Requests for Retired
Status; and Review Committee Agenda.
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Ms. Salloum made a motion to adjourn. Mn Bowes seconded the motion. Chair Fairbanks adjourned the meeting at
9:05 a.m. The Board is next scheduled to meet on December I I, 2024.

Respectfully submitted,

Toynia E. S
Secretary

Approved by the Board in Session

Date: January 29,2025
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NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS

The Board's Vice Chair, Brenda Moore, called the meeting of the North Carolina Board of Examiners for Engineers

and Surveyors to order at I :00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 16, 2024, to conduct its regular order of business for the

Board. Board attendance was as follows:

Present:

Brenda L. Moore, PE, Vice Chair
Vinod K. Goel, PhD, PE, Secretary
Dennis K. Hoyle, PE, PLS
Carol W. Salloum, Public
Toynia E. S. Gibbs, PLS
Timothy E. Bowes, PLS
John M. Logsdon, PLS
Jonathan S. Care, Public

Absent:

Cedric D. Fairbanks, PhD, PE, Chair

l. Ethics Awareness and Conflict of Interest Reminder - Chair

Vice Chair Moore read the ETHICS AWARENESS & CONFLICT OF INTEREST REMINDER and asked if
any member of the Board had any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any

matters coming before the Board at the meeting. The Vice Chair advised that if any Board member had such a
conflict, that member should identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refiain from any undue
participation in the matter involved. No conflicts or appearances of conflict were identified.

Vice Chair Moore informed the rnembers of the unexpected need for her to fill in for Chair Fairbanks, invited
members to share their ideas during the meeting, and announced that the election portion of the meeting would
be held during the December meeting.

2. Consent Agenda - Vice Chair

Vice Chair Moore entertained a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Care made a rnotion to approve the
consent agenda. Mr. Bowes seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion was approved by a vote of
eight to zero.

The consent agenda included: a request for a Board Authorized Case Opening; Comity, Initial Licensure, and
PE Reinstatements; Firm Applications for 7 Professional Corporations, 22 Professional Limited Liability
Companies, two Business Firms, two Name Change Requests, and two d/b/a Requests; Minutes, Retired Status
Requests; Review Committee Agenda; and Settlement Conference Committee Agenda.

3. Board Secretary Report - Secretary and Executive Director

Mr. Goel asked Mr. Ritter to present the report. Mr. Ritter explained the budgetary impact of legal expenses,
engineering renewal income, and the increase in the number of individuals seeking to sit for the surveyor
exarnination. Discussion ensued. Vice Chair Moore noted a correction needed to one of the exhibits. Mr. Ritter
stated that he would make the correction. Vice Chair Moore directed the Board's attention to Item 5., Old
Business.

4. Closed Session - Vice Chair

At 3:02 p.m., Vice Chair Moore moved to enter into closed session pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. $$ 142-
318.1l(a)(3), 143-318.18(6), and 89C-10(f), in order to consult with Board Counsel to discuss the settlement
of a disciplinary action between the Board and Atef A. Takla.
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The Board returned to open session at 3:17 p.m. and Vice Chair Moore stated that the Board, by vote of eight
to zero, approved entering into a consent order in which Atef A. Takla agreed fo volrrntarily and permanently
surrender his license to practice engineering in North Carolina.

Vice Chair Moore directed the Board's attention to Planning Session topic 6 a), Resident Engineer/Surueyor -
Remote Presence.

5. Old Business - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter informed the Board that letters in support of the reappointments of Mr. Care and Chair Fairbanks
had been sent out.

Mr. Ritter requested that staff be allowed discretion to delay cases which were pending prior to Hurricane
Helene. Discussion ensued. The Board agreed to reasonable discretion. Vice Chair Moore sought clarification
and noted that the limited delays should be specifically limited to the western region cases.

Mr. Ritter discussed the topic of the Board's goal of nominating an Emeritus Board member for NCEES
recognition. He explained the lirnitations and suggested renewing efforts in 2026 since current disqualifying
factors will not be an issue.

At l: I 5 p.m. Board Counsel, I{es Tripp, joined the meeting to address specffic itents on the agenda.

Planning Session - Vice Chair Moore

a.) Rules Frequency - Mr. Ritter introduced the topic and gave Mr. Tripp the floor. Mr. Tripp explained
various factors he considered as he explored providing the Board with a fiequency expectation. He noted
that some cleanup efforts, due to statutory and other factors, will require a period of greater work as the
needs arise. He further explained that he expects to eventually move to a more predictable and scheduled
approach. Discussion ensued and consensus was reached to allow Mr. Tripp to move forward with
rulemaking on an as needed basis. Members discussed options to ensure licensees are aware of changes to
the Rules as soon as possible. Strategies will include the use of the Board's communications software and

communication channels between the Board and the three societies.

b.) Draft Rules/Law Language Review - Board Counsel - Mr. Tripp noted that most changes to rules and
la'rvs are initiated via committee which aides in the process.

c.) Resident Engineer/Surveyor - Remote Presence - Mr. Goel discussed Rule .0901 noting advances in the
ability to perform work remotely. Discussion ensued. Mr. Ritter shared his view that the issue was one of
responsible charge. Mr. Care presented a scenario whereby the Board's overarching directive for protecting
the public could be made more difficult without careful consideration of certain changes. Mr. Ritter noted
that, for staff, the availability of a resident professional is a mechanism for having a named point of contact
in the event there is a need. After further discussion, Vice Chair Moore expressed the need to have a clear
distinction between the terms "resident professional' and "responsible charge." The topic will be discussed
at future meetings.

d.) Review of format for Board and Committee Meetings - Executive Director

i. Presenting Final Orders - Board Consent vs Regular Agenda - Board Counsel - Mr. Ritter opened
the topic for discussion. Mr. Logsdon expressed his views regarding the need for certain Review
Committee items to be put before the Board f<rr a vote. It was noted that current actions, although
on the Consent Agenda, may need to be presented in a manner which allows for discussion,
determination, and vote. Further discussion ensued. It was determined that Review Committee items
that do not result in Board approval will go to hearing. Mr. Hoyle explained the significance of the
participation of the Executive Director and the Board Counsel as voting members of a settlement
conference and Ms. Salloum noted that consensus was usually reached by the settlement conference
members. Mr. Tripp reiterated the use of the closed session option. Following further discussion,

, the matter was tabled and slated to be revisited at the December Board meeting.

ii. Mr. Ritter explained that he had questions and recommendations regarding the calendar and
suggestions for changes to Board and Committee meeting fonnats. Mr. Ritter informed the Board
of certain changes he thought would be beneficial. Ms. Moore asked her fellow Board members for
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their views. Discussion ensued. Mr. Ritter will add conference calls back to the calendar with
latitude for the Chair to cancel. The September meeting will have the option of being in person or
being converted to a hybrid format of meeting and committee meeting. Monday meetings by Zoom
were confirmed. Vice Chair Moore wanted to delay decision on some topics to have the input of the
full Board.

Vice Chair Moore entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Goel ntade a motion to adjourn. Ms.
Gibbs seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. The
meeting adjourned at 5:03 p.nt. The meetingwas scheduled to reconvene at 8:00 a.m., October 17, 2024.

Vice-Chair Moore cqlled the meeting backto order at 8:10 a.m. on October 17, 2024. She directed the
Board's attention to item 6 e).

e.) Artificial Intelligence (AIlElectronic Signature/Seal) - Board Discussion - Vice-Chair Moore introduced
the topic and discussed how the topic relates to electronic certification and BIM. Discussion ensued.
Various solutions and pitfalls were discussed. The Board seeks to develop clear guidance that can be
referred to in disciplinary cases. Mr. Tripp suggested changes to Rule .1103. Further discussion ensued.
The matter is set for continued discussion at the December Board meeting. Vice-Chair Moore guided the
discussion back to the topic of AI and gave Mr. Ritter the floor. Mr. Ritter presented an article written by
former Board Member, Mike Benton, then Chair of the Board. Mr. Benton's afticle was titled "Unmanned
Aircraft Systems - Old Dogs Leam New Trick." Mr. Ritter noted how the 2017 article is still relevant
today. Vice-Chair Moore sought position language regarding means, methods, and mechanisms and noted
that the level of responsibility attributable to the licensee needs to be established. Mr. Rifter suggested the
possibility of bringing draft language for Board consideration at the December meeting.

Vice Chair Moore gave a presentation which disclosed the Electronic Certification and BIM Ad Hoc
Committee meetings held, and provided the topics discussed during 2024. During the presentation she
provided a,list of future goals for the committee as she informed the Board that she saw the need for the
Electronic Certification and BIM Ad Hoc Commiftee to continue for another year and noted that it would
be beneficial to interface with the stakeholders at least once more. Staff are directed to reach out to city
managers of certain municipalities to secure participation. She noted that the next Electronic Certification
and BIM Ad Hoc Committee will be held November 12,2024.

f.) CPC - Mr. Goel was given the floor to give a presentation and discuss suggestions to the CPC process
Discussion ensued.

Vice-Chair Moore initiated a break at 9:14 a.m. The meeting resumed at 9:30 a.m. Mr. Goel resumed his
presentqtion.

Mr. Care sought clarification as to whether the topic had been fully considered by the CPC Committee.
Discussion ensued. Mr. Goel asked Vice-Chair Moore for her input regarding discussion of the topic. Vice-
Chair Mocre solicited input from Mr. Logsdon, the CPC Committee Chair. Futher discussion ensued. Mr.
Mr. Ritter stated that he would like the CPC Committee to determine if the cuffent PDH and Ethics capture
methods are sustainable long-term. It was agreed that the topic will be furlher discussed by the CPC
committee for final reporting and consideration by the full Board.

g.) Foundation Donations - Mr. Ritter introduced the topic of whether the Board can make contributions to
certain special interest groups or specific foundations, including the NCEES Foundation. Statutory
lirnitations and the possibility of changing those statutes were discussed. The topic is slated for futher
discussion as certain items require futher clarification, and some items evoke concerns regarding priorities
and accountability. Mr. Ritter will seek additional information and input from Chair Fairbanks.

h.) University Outreach - Board Discussion - Options for outreach were discussed. Suggestions included a
Meet the Board Night, a greater connection with the NCEES Ambassador Program, and the pros and cons
of reestablishing certificate ceremonies. Currently, two meets and greets are planned for twc universities
and certificate ceremonies rvith NCSS are also planned. The use of the Board's communication software
is suggested as a means for sending out a survey to gather information to be used to attract individuals in
the early stages of their career selection. Vice Chair Moore suggested working with university professors
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to promote licensure. Mr. Goel suggested including community college outreach and questioned the rate
of success among individuals who utilize the community college system. The matter is scheduled for
additional discussion and input from Chair Fairbanks.

At 2:47 p.m. Vice-Chair Moore recessed the meeting. The meetingwas called back to order at 3:01 p.m.
Vice Chair Moore directed the Board's qttention to item 4 - Closed Session..

i.) International Travel Discussion - Executive Director - Mr. Ritter reported on the trend that certain
opportunities for advanced technical training and seminars are being held internationally. He explained
that a strong justification would be required to clear audit for those seeking to travel internationally.
Following discussion, Mr. Ritter will speak with other executive directors on the topic. Discussion ensued.
Developing a travel policy based on cost and purpose rather than location was suggested by Mr. Logsdon.
Vice-Chair Moore, crediting her perspective to her lengthy career in government service, stated that the
purpose would need to show a clear benefit to the Board. Vice Chair Moore will initiate the process of
establishing an Ad Hoc Committee on the topic.

j.) NCBELS - Logo and Name Discussion * Mr. Goel was given the floor and he suggested the possibility of
changing the name and logo for the Board. Discussion ensued regarding the pros and cons of rebranding
efforts. Mr. Tripp advised that 89C specifies certain components of the Board seal while Board Rules
govern the design. Staff to research and report findings to the Board as time permits.

7. Board Elections - Vice Chair

Postponed until December Board Meeting.

8. New Business - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter gave a brief update on efforts to move to a two-year renewal cycle. Mr. Ritter will seek additional
information and report back.

Vice Chair Moore entertained a motion to adjourn. Mr. Bowes made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Gibbs seconded
the motion. A vote was taken, qnd the motion was approved. The Board adjourned at I I:39 a.m. and is next
scheduled to meet on November 13, 2024.

Respectfully submitted,

Toynia E. S. Gibbs, PLS
Secretary

Approved by the Board in Session

Date: January 29,2025
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