
NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FORENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS

Board Chair, Cedric D. Fairbanks, gaveled the North Carolina Board of Examiners into session at 9:00 a.m. on

Wednesday, February 14, 2024, to conduct the regular order of business. Chair Fairbanks confirmed attendance.

Attendance was as follows:

Board Members on Teleconference Call:
Cedric D. Fairbanks, PhD, PE, Chair
Brenda L. Moore, PE, Vice-Chair
Vinod K. Goel, PhD, PE, Secretary
Dennis K. Hoyle, PE, PLS
Jonathan S. Care, Public
Toynia E. S. Gibbs, PLS
Carol W. Salloum, Public
John M. Logsdon, PLS

Absent:

Staff on Call:
Andrew L. Ritter, Executive Director
S. Wesley Tripp III, Board Counsel
Cora Houston, Assistant

2.

Ethics Awareness and Conflict of Interest Reminder - Chair

Chair Fairbanks read the ETHICS AWARENESS & CONFLICT OF INTEREST REMINDER and asked if
any member of the Board had any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any
matters coming before the Board at the meeting. The Chair advised that if any Board member had such a

conflict, that member should identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain from any undue
participation in the particular matter involved. No conflicts or appearance of conflicts were noted.

Consent Agenda - Chair

Chair Fairbanks entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Mr. Goel made a motion to approve
the Consent Agenda as presented. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. Chair Fairbanks confirmed the vote. No
nays were heard. The motion to approve the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.

The Consent Agenda included: Comity, Initial Licensure, and PE Reinstatement; CPC Committee Consent
Agenda; Firm Applications for l0 Professional Corporations,24 Professional Limited Liability Companies,
3 Business Fims, 3 Chapter 87 Corporations, I Name Change Request, and 3 Requests for use of d/b/a;
Minutes; Retired Status Requests; NCEES Agenda Item; Review Committee Agenda; and Settlement
Conference Agenda.

Ms. Gibbs made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Care seconded the motion. The Board adjourned at 9;03 a.m. The Board
is next scheduled to meet on March 13, 2024.

lly submitted,

,"4_
PEK. Goel, PhD,

Secretary

Approved by the Board in Session

Date: March 13,2024
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NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERS AND SURVEYORS

Board Chair, Cedric D. Fairbanks, gaveled the North Carolina Board of Examiners into session at 9:00 a.m. on

Wednesday, January 17 , 2024, to convene the regular of business. Attendance was as follows:

Present:

Cedric D. Fairbanks, PhD, PE, Chair
Brenda L. Moore, PE, Vice-Chair
Vinod K. Goel, PhD, PE, Secretary (9:12 a.m.)
Dennis K. Hoyle, PE, PLS
John M. Logsdon, PLS
Jonathan S. Care, Public
Carol W. Salloum, Public (Zoom)
Toynia E. S. Gibbs, PLS
Timothy E. Bowes, PLS

Absent:

l. Ethics Awareness and Conflict of Interest Reminder - Chair

Chair Fairbanks read the ETHICS AWARENESS & CONFLICT OF INTEREST REMINDER and asked if
any member of the Board had any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any
matters coming before the Board at the meeting. The Chair advised that if any board member had such a

conflict, that member should identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refiain from any undue
participation in the matter involved. No conflicts or appearance of conflicts were noted.

Chair Fairbanks thanked Mr. Hoyle for serving as Board Chair for 2023 and presented him with a gift on

behalf of the Board. Mr. Hoyle expressed his gratitude for being selected to serve as Board Chair and noted
his continued excitement about being reappointed for a second term.

2. Consent Agenda - Executive Director

A motion to approve the consent agenda as presented was made and seconded. The Board voted. The consent
agenda was unanimously approved by all present at the time of the vote.

The consent agenda included: Comity, Initial Licensure, and PE Reinstatement; Firm Applications for l2
Professional Corporations, 25 Professional Limited Liability Companies, I Business Firm, I Chapter 87
Corporation, I Name Change Request, I Requests to Use lndividual's Name in Company Title, and I Request
for use of dlbla; Minutes, Retired Status Requests, a Request for Board Authorized Case Opening; and
Review Committee Agenda.

3. Board Member Appointment / Reappointments - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter presented the Board with reappointment documents for Mr. Hoyle and Ms. Salloum. Both are
reappointed for an additional five-year term.

In addition to the reappointments, Mr. Ritter presented the Board with an email confirming the appointment
of Timothy E. Bowes, PLS. Mr. Bowes introduced himself, giving a brief social and professional history,
and expressed his enthusiasm for being selected to serve as a member of the Board. Chair Fairbanks
welcomed Mr. Bowes and congratulated Ms. Salloum and Mr. Hoyle on their reappointments. All received
a round ofapplause.

Dr. Fairbanks, noting that he was initiating his first meeting as Board Chair, gave the following statement to
the NCBELS Board and Staff:
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"I _find it an honor and a privilege to serve as your Boqrd Chair this year. I anticipate this ltear to be highly
productive and very ffictive. Our goals have been set, and with our collective efforts, we will undoubtedly
achieve what we have set out to accomplish. Allow me to highlight afew important points:

Ifyou ever have any inquiries, concerns, or suggestions throughout the year, please feel free to approach me
in person, give me a call, send a text, or email me. I firmly believe in maintaining an open-door policy, and
I'm certain Mr. Ritter shares the sqme sentiment. Additionally, during our formal Board meetings, it is my
preference to consistently adhere to parliamentary procedures, specifically Roberts Rules of Order. Lastly,
let us makefull use of all the resources available to us in order to successfully achieve our goals this year.
These resources enconxpass engaging'vvith the staff, thorougltly reviewing, and contprehending Jvh'. Ritter's
weekly reports, and attending conferences sponsored by NCBELS."

Chair Fairbanks was warmly received and preceded to the next order of business.

4. Committee Reports - Committee Chairs

Ensineerins Committee - Mr. Hoyle

Mr. Hoyfe infonned the Board that the committee met on January 16,2024, via Zoom and discussed the
following matters:

New Business

l.) Review Request for Professional Engineer. Retired Status - The committee reviewed the request from
Rockie D. Troxler. Mr. Troxler's disciplinary history was reviewed by the committee. The request for
Retired Status was not approved. Committee Chair Hoyle requested the Board approve the committee's
denial of the request for Retired Status. Chair Fairbanks asked for a vote on the motion coming out of
committee to deny the request. The motion was unanimously approved.

2.) DISCUS Engineered Products. LLC - Request for a nonobjection letter. The committee reviewed and
approved the request. Staff was directed to issue a letter with cautionary language. The company is not
allowed to offer or provide engineering services.

3.) ConsulTech Environmental. LLC and Agra Environmental. Inc. - As an informational item, the
committee informed the Board that the entities, which had previously sought the approval of the Board
to combine their companies and was denied, has through their counsel, worked with Mr. Tripp, and is
now employing a suitable restructured business model and will provide engineering services in support
of its construction activities.

4.) Metro Analytics - Review of services and request for non-objection letter. The committee extensively
reviewed the request and directed staff to issue the non-objection letter with cautionary language. The
company is not allowed to offer or provide engineering services.

5.) ESLSCO LLC - Review of services. The committee reviewed the firm's website. Based on the
information gleaned, staff are directed to send a finn inquiry letter.

Old Business

3.) Appalachian Landslide Consultant. PLLC - Review of services. The committee first reviewed the
firm's services at its December 11,2023, meeting and, based upon the results, contacted the NC
Licensing Board for Geologists. The committee requested that the Geologist Board review the finn's
services. Following its review, the Geologists Board informed the committee that it considered the
services being performed by the company to fall within the practice of geology and planned to pursue
the matter. At the January 16,2024, meeting the cornmittee considered the possibility that the company
is also performing some LiDAR services and, as such, requested review by the Board's Surveying
Committee. Ms. Gibbs, Survey Committee Chair, informed the Board that the Surveying Committee
concurred with the Engineering Committee regarding the appearance that the company is performing
LiDAR services. She noted that the Surveying Committee asks that the language initially crafted by the
Engineering Committee for the company to add to its website be modified to include language
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restricting services by adding the phrase "surveying and surveying finns." Staff will communicate with
the company.

Survevins Committee - Ms. Gibbs

Ms. Gibbs infonned the Board that the committee met in person on January 16, 2024, and discussed the
following matters:

New Business

1.) Review of Services Appalachian Landslide Consultants. PLLS Ms. Gibbs noted that the matter rvas

reported on during the Engineering Committee's Old Business reporting.

2.) Mapping Science Exam - Ms. Gibbs explained that to be petitioned to include a mapping science exam,
NCEES must receive state level requests from at least ten states and such requests must reflect a statutory
level of need for the mapping science exam. Mr. Gary Thompson, Chief of the North Carolina Geodetic
Survey, the state agency responsible for maintaining North Carolina's official survey base, has sent a
letter in support of the Board's efforts explaining that his agency and the Board share a mutual need for
a mapping science exam. A signed copy of the letter will be included as a supplement to the Board's
letter which is being prepared by Messrs. Ritter and Logsdon.

3.) Robert Tedesco Application - Ms. Gibbs provided details leading to the committee's decision to delay
Mr. Tedesco's request to be seated for the survey examination. This matter is pending the resolution of
a disciplinary matter between the applicant and the Ohio licensing board. Mr. Logsdon provided
additional factors which affected the ability of the Board to allow the applicant to take the exam for
licensure in North Carolina at this time.

4.) State Specific Exam - Ms. Gibbs stated that the committee had put forth a herculean effort to clear a
backlog of plats which needed to be reviewed prior to the January exam. Going forward, the exam
schedule will be February, May, August, and November.

Mr. Ritter provided data exploring the correlations between NC's new law which changed the
requirements to sit for the exarn and the number of applicants taking the surveying exam. He noted that
the nurnber of individuals taking the surveying exam is trending upwards in North Carolina as well as

nationally. He parsed the data related to 25 ofthe recent applicants and noted that the new law enacted
by the General Assembly, and originally filed by Senator McGinnis allowed five of the applicants to
qualify to be seated for the exam who would not have qualified based on the old standards. Mr. Ritter
will track the pass rate for the individuals qualifying under the new law and share that information with
the Board. Discussion ensued.

5.) George W. Midgette. Jr. - Retired Status request. The committee reviewed the licensee's disciplinary
history. The comrnittee's decision was to approve the request for Retired Status and seek the Board's
approval. Mr. Logsdon made a motion to approve the request. Chair Fairbanks called for a vote.
Following a vote, the motion to approve the Retired Status request was unanimously approved.

6.) Model Law Section I 10.20 - lnformational itern. The definition of certain terms within the section are
being reviewed for conciseness. ln Boston, due to the level ofconcern expressed by attendees who were
members of the Society of Surveyors, the matter will be parsed out to each chapter for their review. The
concerns fiom each chapter are being compiled and will be presented under the Society of Surveyors
rather than from individual chapters. Mr. Bowes provided additional details regarding the efforts of the
Society of Surveyors. The matter is pending.

7). Robert A. Burns - Retired Status request. The committee reviewed the licensee's disciplinary history
The committee's decision was to approve the request for Retired Status and seek the Board's approval.
Mr. Logsdon made a motion to approve the request. Mr. Fairbanks called for a vote. Following a vote,
the motion to approve the Retired Status request was unanimously approved.

8.) Preparing a Legal Description - The matter relates to the purchase of two adjacent parcels of land,
located in the same subdivision and purchased by the same individual but at separate times. There is a
home on one parcel which is positioned very close to the other parcel. As the owner sought a building
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permit to make repairs to the house, he was told by the planning director that a recombination plat was
necessary. Seeking the advice of counsel, his attorney prepared a recombination affidavit. That affidavit
was rejected by the planning director. The question presented to the committee for review is whether she

can prepare a plat based on the prior subdivision without a new survey. Based on the particulars of the
matter, the Board rules concerning required reports of a survey, and common legal practices, the
committee agreed that it is within the Board's purview to permit a surveyor to prepare a recombination
plat based upon either legal descriptions or prior plats as long the surveyor clearly states what was
surveyed and what was not surveyed. Mr. Logsdon will respond.

Old Business

1.) RulesReviewperG.S. 150-19.1(b)-ProposedStatuteChanges-Ms.GibbsremindedtheBoardthata
few months earlier Gary Thompson reported on area LiDAR standards and compared the practices of
the two agencies, FGDC and NAIP. Board Rule 1606 was referenced. Another option explored was
ASPRS; however, ASPRS is more licensee focused rather than public focused. The committee will seek
input from additional experts on the subject matter before making final recommendations.

Mr. Goel noted that certain iterns under Rules Review require the input of both committees and made a
request to have those items be rnoved to an appropriate ad hoc committee. Mr. Evans confirmed that the
business titles and responsible charge topics would be removed. Mr. Mazanek noted that the conflict of
interest topic was missed and will be covered at the next meeting.

2.) Minimurn Requirements for an Airborne Survey - It was noted that the topic is something that was
originally reviewed in 2019. Both Ms. Gibbs and Mr. Bowes have individuals that they will bring in to
discuss the matter with the committee and, hopefully, revive the topic with a focus on comity and
deliverables. Discussion will continue.

3.) GICC Work Group - There have been communications between the Board and GICC. Mr. Ritter is

working to finalize a letter to GICC.

4.) Plat Ouestions from Mike Benton - Items that appear to be plats were brought to the attention of the
committee by Mr. Benton but are missing a surveyor's seal. Mr. Hoyle noted that the items appear to be
preliminary plats prepared by an engineer for subdivision approval. Mr. Logsdon and Mr. Hoyle will
write a letter to circulate, gain cohesion, and send out.

5.) Gary Thompson Discussion ASPRS - Matter was not discussed

6.) Construction Layout Polisy - Ms. Gibbs infonned that Board that former Board Member, Andy.
Zoutewelle, wrote an article that was circulated among the Surveying Committee members for comments
and finalized. The article will be included in the May newsletter.

Chair Fairbanks checked with Mr. Logsdon, Chair of the CPC Committee, to confirm that the committee is

not reporting. Mr. Logsdon, noting that the CPC Committee did not meet for this reporting period but is

scheduled to meet January 30,2024.

Ad Hoc Committees

Electronic Ceftification and BIM Commiftee - Ms. Moore reported that the committee met on January 8,
2024, and established its goals of reviewing wet sealing and electronic certification requirements and
reviewing the process of certification of models. In addition, members identified stakeholders and set future
meeting dates. Ms. Moore informed the Board that the committee's main goal is to be able to determine the
need for changes to Board Rules and Guidelines with respect to those items and report those needs at the
2024 planning session. Discussion ensued. Mr. Ritter, for the benefit of the new member, gave a historic
perspective on the topic.

Hearing Procedures Committee - Mr. Logsdon reported that the committee discussed the issues of hearing
procedures and came to a general understanding of the issues. Mr. Logsdon stated that the members plan to
meet more formally on the topic. Mr. Ritter explained that the issues were clearly identified; however, the
solutions may prove challenging.
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Chair Fairbanlrs initiated a brief break at I0:I3 a.m. The meetingwes reconvened at I0:24 a.m.

5. NCEES Activities - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter presented an Emeritus Nomination form for Andrew G. Zoutewelle, PLS if the Board so desires.

Mr. Care made a motion to nominate Mr. Zoutewelle as an Emeritus member. Ms. Gibbs seconded the
motion. A vote was taken, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Ritter discussed the schedule of events for the Southem Zone Interim Meeting. He explained that NCEES
has adopted a new Southem Zone agenda. He explained notable differences in the new agenda fiom past
agendas. Mr. Ritter will contact the recent emeritus members to see if they want to attend. He noted that, per
NCEES, only limited NC staff participation will be needed. Mr. Ritter expects to use eight staff members
who will man certain duty stations. Board members discussed and provided Mr. Ritter with direction on
social activities and emeritus member opportunities. Mr. Ritter stated that at this point he will give weekly
updates.

6. Board Secretary Report - Board Secretary and Executive Director

Mr. Goel reported on the fiscal year end 2023 budget and thanked Ms. Moore for her service as Board
Secretary for 2023. Giving further details, he noted that the fiscal year ended on a positive variance.

Chair Fairbanks i.nitiated a break at I0:55 a.m. The meetingresumed at II:00 a.m. Mr. Hannawas present
and Mr. Andrussier joined the meeting via Zoom.

Chair Fairbanks entertained a motion to go into closed session. Mr. Coel made a motion to go into closed
session. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. Mr. Logsdon amended the motion to go into closed session
regarding the case Nutt vs Board. A vote was taken. The amended motion was unqnimously approved. Mr.
Ritter, Mr. Evans, Mr. Tripp, and Ms. Houston were invited to closed session. The Boqrd went into closed
session at I I :05 a.m. At I I :46 a.m., Mr. Goel made a motion to end closed session and return to open session.
Mr. Logsdon seconded the motion. All infnor, the Board returned to open session.

7 . Applications - Director of Business Licensure

Mr. Mazanek presented a special agenda item for Board approval. Straughan Environmental, Inc. requests
permission to continue to use the name "Straughan" in the firm name. After discussion, Mr. Care moved to
approve the request. Mr. Bowes seconded the rnotion. A vote was taken. The motion was unanimously
approved.

Chair Fairbanks initiated a lunch break at I I :49 a.m. The meeling resumed at l2: j 5 p.m.

8. Violations Activities - Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Evans presented the Violations Report for January 17,2024. He reported that at the time he ran the report,
the Board had opened l0 cases for FY2024, and 3 1 cases closed. He provided the details ofthe actions taken
for each of the 3l cases closed, provided information regarding the stage of completion of the 99 cases open
as of January 9,2024, and gave a highlight of the data related to the number of cases with licensees who have
prior charges. Mr. Evans provided data regarding Board members for FY2023 Review Committees and
Settlement Conferences.

Mr. Ritter states that going forward, in addition to Mr. Evan's year-to-date data, a l2-month rolling-numbers
data slide will be presented. Mr. Evans stated that in response to Board member concerns regarding turn-
around times, the investigators have been given latitude, for certain types of cases, to allow greater use of
Zoom and audio calls.

Mr. Care sought confirmation that the Board would be provided with settlement conference data showing the
number of days lrom decision coming out of review committee to scheduling of settlement conference. Mr.
Ritter assured Mr. Care that the data would be provided and explained that measures regarding setting
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settlement conference dates were requested by Mr. Care for 2023, was found to be a positive tool in
scheduling settlement conferences and staff would continue to employ those strategies.

9. Rules Update - Board Counsel

Mr. Tripp explained the steps in the Rules Review Process and identified where we are in the process for the
two Rules currently being updated and advised of minor revisions. Mr. Tripp informed the Board that he was
seeking Board approval to move forward with Rules .0502 and .0701 to have the Rules on the February RRC
agenda for a March 1,2024, effective date.

Mr. Care made a motion to approve .0502, as revised. Mr. Goel seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and
the motion carried.

Mr. Care made a motion to approve .0701, as revised. Ms. Salloum seconded the motion. A vote was taken,
and the motion carried.

Mr. Tripp explained that in addition to the amendments to Rules.0502 and .0701, it is also time for the
Periodic Review of the Board Rules. He explained the past process and how the current process differs. He
explained that, as Board Counsel, he has reviewed each Rule and made the initial determination that each
Rule is necessary. He requested that the Board make a motion to approve each Rule as "Necessary."
Discussion ensued. Chair Fairbanks delayed the vote until the March meeting. Mr. Tripp will provide a

spreadsheet to Board members for review. Members are to respond to Mr. Tripp individually.

Mr. Tripp was asked his opinion regarding a covid era Board policy which permitted firms to open or
maintain offices without a physical office. Mr. Tripp stated that his opinion is that the policy is no longer
applicable since the covid mandates have ended. He notes that resolution of the matter is still at the discretion
of the Board. Discussion ensued. The policy will be pulled from the website.

10. Old Business - Executive Director

None

I 1. New Business - Executive Director

Mr. Ritter provided data on PE and Surveyor renewals. He informed the Board that the on-time renewal rate
is 9% higher than the previous year. Mr. Ritter credits the independent efforts of Ms. Stephanie Bryant for
this result. He further noted that surveyor renewals are down 2o/o but explained that surveyor renewals
typically fluctuate.

Mr. Hoyle thanked Chair Fairbanks for leading the meeting and stated it was a great meeting.

12. Informational ltem - Executive Director

None

Mr. Care mqde a motion to adjourn. Ms. Gibbs seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion was
unanimously approved. The Board adjourned at I :58 pm. The Board is next scheduled to meet on February
14,2024

lly submitted,

Vinod K. Goel, PhD, PE

Secretary

Approved by the Board in Session

Date: March 13.2024
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